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GUT-2B-85 1512 FROM:DIVISION OF AIR SuUaLITY

Froperty
owner wants
air monitor

removed

By Oon Hopay
Post-Gareno Sl Wrter

The owner of a former stHip mine
Site across the Monongahela River
from the Clarion Coke Works has
asked Allegheny County to remave
3 pollution: monitor that regularly
registers the hghest readings in the

em%g for airborne particalates.
request comes as the county,
USK and sibier businesses and mu.
ﬁgi}tin rule pix Ci%m:&?é Us,
£ a rule proposed by .
Envirenmental Protection Agency

that would ify the area as m
“serious nonattalnment® of &
stanedards,

Such & ruling would cost industry
and wunicipalities millions of dol-
lars o rodeseatssions. Charles
Carson, USX vice president for
environmental affairs, estimated

that # would cost his ro Y ore

than $100 million to with the
Studies have found that--high

leveds of the minate parts

lung - disease, heart ailments and
ﬁ%ﬁ death v
wi% e ot oy of
OwWREr who requested remwval
i:%gnty Lmﬁwmﬁﬁ inaletterto :hg
parﬁnent,‘ Sl
yesterday that his reasony for the
request wore personal and he ine
mmmm&epmmm&

“But his Jetter, which carries a
Log-Ron Truck Rentals letterhesd,
tdicates be is more concerned with
the economic impact of the moritor
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Property

owner wants

‘air moniftor

removed (3)

MONITOR FROM PAGE 3.1

mining; and construction,
The monitor, one of seven arnund
o, recorded one instance
1992 o which particles exreeded
the EPA standard, two instances
each i 1993 and 1994 and two this
year,

Clairton and the boroughs of
Lincoln, Port Vue, Liberty and
Glassport are now classified by the
EPA as in “moderate nonattain.
ment” under provisions of the 1990
Clean Alr Art berause pollution
monitors recorded higher than at
ivwable levels of the airborne parti-
cles by 1983, 1989 and 1594,

The area is the ondy part of
Allegheny County that fails to meet
fi air ity standards for
bmatf}abie particulates,

By {ar the higgest single source
of the particles %t}m Clairton ares
is the USX coke works,

Along with the county Health
Department, USX has urged local
governments to pass resolutions
opposing  the federal

wation,

The county and the oo £y
bolh say the State Implementation
Plan, submitted in Decensbes 1994,
should be given time to work, and
they are requesting a SUEYRRL X
tension to demonstrate thet atfaim-
ment can be accomplished.

Several South Hills commmunities
recently have joined the five hor-
oughs unmediately affected in re.

questing the axtensigh peried,

Borough and Jefferson

Health D

qwmj’
“Just the
said. “Our argument is it gol
be more
becauss there'll be no way 1o shaw
A quabily improvements »
Westman said the county would
with Mendiowitz inan atfempt
him to change his mind,
monjtor, which wag ingtallag
ont Mendlowitz’s Lincol property in
are known a3 FM-108 because thev
meazure about ope ¥ |
of an fnch, or one-40th the dameter
wmag hair. The fine partion-
s maetly from bmelieteing
i PRARE BTSRRI, 2, sain ¢
and trock e od

PAGE RS2

T seeaay SLAMMREEE WL LEEEY

Epartment's division of air
opposite 5 buel 2.

barmful fo remaove if now,

particles that

engines; wood burning;

have ﬁmd resolutions of support
and the extension also has bewn
@Q;‘fs%j by the Mon-Yoush Cham-

ommeree Federation
“Howould be a serious blow to the
entire area if Clairton Works closed
s doors. That's why we have to
take action” Baldwin Councilman
Sam McPherson fold his. fellow
council members at the Oct 15

A public comment pericd on the
proposed reclassification has been
extended a month until Nov, 19,

Mendlowitz said he had not Spm
Ken to USX about rémoving a mons-
tor the company installed this year
ggacmt ¢ the county monitor on

pr LT

USX installed its monitor afer
falling 1o persuade the county o
move the Lincoln monitor from the
site the county had determined to
be a “hot spot” for fine particles, on
the biuff overlvoking the Mone
hels River directly across from
USK Coke Works,

USX said the Linesin monitar
praduced unfairly high readings of
airborne particulates.

“All the other monjtors around
Clairton are located where peaple
live and work” Carson said. “The
nearest residents to the Lincoln
monitor are opequarter o three.
eigths of a mile away. Because the
monitor is at about the same eleva-
ton as our stacks acrngs the river,
#t's measuring stack emmissions, pot
ambient air ity.”

Letters Sg;“é the Egaﬁt%e Gm&h@
Against and Pollution, the
Sierra Club's éﬂegﬁ&:g‘ﬂwp, arxd
Steve Kudar, president™of Lincoin
councl], have supported keeping the
monitor, . .

“We believe it's an important
mwonitor and agree with ‘%eg‘gﬁr\
that it is pro sited,” said Marie
Kocoshix, GASE president.

Jim MeMchon, o Bethel Pork
Jreedonce writer, contriduted to
ihis report.
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SUMDAY, OCT, 22, 1898

EPA moves to reassess air quali

CLAIRTOM FROM AL
el o thot woghl be n shames.”
Vhe Claleton Works also R

P far an extension and has
sent renTRsAniaives (o surround-
ing communities asking them
urge the EPA to grant the exisn-
sion. Jefferson Borough passed 3
resciution asking for the extension,
white Pleasant Hills oificials saxd
more study is needed before a decis
sion 18 made.

sieanwhile, the Group Agalnst
Smog and Pollution, or GASP, has
cont a letter of intent w the EPA
saving it will file a givil suil
against the agency it doesn't act
on its findings.

wsarie Kocoshis, president of
34SP, said her zroup supporis the
findings of the EPA, "It was some-
thing they were reguired o do,”
Kocoshis said. “Mow they have 1@
stand by 18"

Hocoshis said GASE has no opit-
ion concerning the request for the
ope-vear esignsion, “We're still
looking at all the information.”
Kocoshis satd.

The said the county’s implemen-
ration plan was in place when the
EP4 determined whether the sir
guality was in compliancs,

~a1] the components wers in
place,” Kocoshis sad, “yet thers
were viclations. If the plan was
designed to comply with the BPA
standards, bow. come that didn't
happen? It's obvipus the plan didn’t
work.”

Kocoshis said the public should
ne made aware of just how danger-
oug emissions from 3 coke plant
czn be. She said this faer is being
tost in all the rhetorie.

“Ouir roain concern is the health
of everyons in the arex,” Kocoghis
said, “We beligve that a clean envi-
ronment, jobs and a beslthy econo-
v can go hand s band.”

tocoshis said that while there
have been soms argunen i

15 that a1
guality monitors were placed far
from populated areas, their loca-
tions shouldn't be an isgue besause
rive EPA has guidelines for where
readings should be taken,

Cine monitor is located at Gob-
blers Knob i Lineoln Borough.

IN A CHOT ZOKE'

~1 know that one 1 placed in 2
‘hot zone,” Koeoshis said. “Evi-
dently, the reading taken from the
Lincoln monitor was in the hot
zone and was ool in complignce

and considexedserions nonattains, T &

Y

ment.” kS AT,

P T P N i L]
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Shirley Vircstek:a-dirsotor withy -

Clairtan Works: Asking the EPA for more fime 1o meet standards

heslth department,

“T'm quite npset with the posi
tion the health depariment has
taken,” Virostek said. “The depart-
ment is wrong in threatening small
towns with economic disaster, As

. 500M 45 FOu throw put economics 1o
a small community, everyone for-
gets about health. The health
department has defeated irgelf,”

Virestel, & member of both the
Sierra Club and a subcommittee

. that oversaw the SIP, believes the
health departmeant just doesn't
want to spend more money 0B 4
SIP, even though it would have fve
yoars to develop another one,

“Iinder the Cl2an
an ares is detbrmined to be in serk-
ous nonattainivent, the EPA gives
the community five years (o ipple-
ment a plan,” Virostek saxd *“They
just don't want o spend the time
and money again. It was a Iot of
work for a lot of peagle and they
don’t want tado it again”

Virostek said the monitor set up
at Lincols was the first one located
5o it could pick up wind blowing
from different directions.

~you have to watch the readings

of monitors very closely,” Virostek
said. “Wind direction is froporiant,
Monitors will pick up
readings, #ven if they're close by, Tt

is blowing " WY
Yivostek %aid there are cliizens

Air Act, when.

different -

depends m;%ixh way, the wind:

asthma and cancer, which makes
the air gquality in the area very
important.

“The health department and 1.5,
Steel shouid do the right thing and
stop putting out all this propagal-.
du,” Virostek said, "1 know tha
Clairton Works is a complex indus '
try and vou just can't throw it out.
Qut the heaith of people is of
utmest importance.”

William Graeser, senior eaviren
mental control engineer for U.5.
grenl, said the monitors thal
showed serious nonattainment
were located on hillsides! miles
from populated areage . - o3

*The monjtors . tim;pgj%tﬂ;ted ‘

_areas tested out with lower read-

ings,” Graeser smd. *Byt they used -
the ones on the hillsides, miles
from residential aress.” .

Graeser said the SIP is an excel-!
lent plan that would bring the airy
quality up to attainment. “We e ¢
fne extra time to demonstrate this”y
Gragser said, “That's all we're ask-

ing. o o

Cole 3aid the SIP took longer
than sxpected to achieve s atms.
iissing the EPA deadline by more !
than bwo vears, because of the com- -

k-

e

. plex climate and the unusual e

rain and river conditions in the.
area. “We did not have the plan in

s QIQGQ,W&__WQ had to come up !
e some priginal ideas,” Tole’l

said. -

s am

“Eindar t.‘rm lann A .-\H iy :tt'f‘.
AL 1iwng @1y 40 MOISINAIQ  KOXA Zg il SHE-PT~L20

thennekant har eammunity who
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ty in greater Clairton

Fhilin G, Pavely show

sions for three straight vears,” he

added. “Three years is how long the

pian needs to demonstrate its effec-
tiveness.”

Cole 3aid there are othet reasons

for the poor air quality in the ares
tesides emissions coming from the

P Clairton Works, including other

industriss, dust from construction
sites and avtomobile emissions.

“It can’t be blamed gl on one
zource,” Cole said.

MOST 1N COMPLIANGE

Brnie Glenn, spokesman for U.8.
Steel, said most of the monitors reg-

;- istered complianee. “The two mea.
Sitring instraments in the monitor

that measured nonattainment do

P not agree,” Glean szid, “One
. recorded norattainraent {ive times,
. the-other only once,”

o R e 0 e n amnsputerer

—_

Tor Casey, EPA Particle Matter
Program coerdinator, said his
oifice wants ko hear a3 much publie
comInent as possible.

“We're getting different informa-
tion and different objections,”
Cagey said. *We want to evaluate
gl of the wformation as g whols”

Casey said 1t also s important o
zet all the information on the pub.
{ic record. Already several commu
nities officially have asked the EPA
for the sxwasion. $o has the Mon

- Yough Chamber of Comumerce Fed-
i eration, which sant % latter 1o the

EPA asking theagency 1o reconsids
ar its findings.

o 0vd

a position that the sconomy must

be taken into acocunt when making
environmental regulatory degi-

sions,” sald chamber Presideny

Thomas Juravich, “We think 3

review of the facts will Justify a
closer look at reclassifving the zir
guadity on our area.” )

Casev said that some of the air
guality findings were gathered
after the county's SIF was in place,
which the EPA will consider when
raking its Bnal declalon on reclas
sification. He sald the

ion's SiF

was due Nov, 15, 199, and i wasn’t

in place until Jan. 1, 198,

Casey said some of the serious |

nonattainment fodings were based

on readings taken in February and |

March of 1884, "We will have to
determine how {ar in place their
plan was at that time and how

. mucheffect it had had ”

Casey sald it is the EP4A's stan-
dard procedure to monitor air guab
ity in “ambisnt alr” as well as near
populated aress.

According to the ambient air
monitoring data a8 reviewed in the
Federal Register, readings taken
from the Lincoln high-volums sam-
pler on Gobblers Knob showed five
incidents, fromw 1992.94, of nonat-
tainment of the National Ambient
Alr Guality Standards. That
her was anough for the EPA fo clas.
sify the region 35 2 serious nopat-
tainment area, '

The health department believes

the Lincoln ares should be consid- |

ered nonelassifiable because there
are two monitors in Lincoln Bor-
ough — within a few feet of each
other — gave conflicting resulis.

“The five communiiies should |
not be classified as nonattainment |

{areas) based on dats from one
monitor,” Cole sgid. “The Lincoln
mondtor is not representative of the
general area and Is not i a popur
lated ares.”

Casey szid the monitors are in
the right place and the results were
attained under strict guldelines.

“Many of the monitors are on op
of hills,” Casey said. “But that 15
not umayual.”

Ceole sald the Lincoln monitor &
normally o compliance on a daily
average and only during “extreme

inversions and stagnantair” condl |

tiong are there problems.

Casey said he couldn't predict -
the cutcome of the EFA’s findings -

until all the public comment has’

been received, “We can't sven give

an opinion of their chances for an
extension,” Casey sald.

The deadiine for public comment

ey the KPR A an tha wyieagian Droms
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